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CONDITIONS  OF  SALE 


1.  The  highest  bidder  to  be  the  buyer,  and  if  any 
dispute  arises  between  two  or  more  bidders,  the  lot  so  in 
dispute  shall  be  immediately  put  up  again  and  re-sold. 

2.  The  purchasers  to  give  their  names  and  addresses  and 
to  pay  down  a cash  deposit  of  25  per  cent.,  or  the  whole 
of  the  purchase  money  at  the  fall  of  the  hammer,  if  required, 
in  default  of  which  the  lot  or  lots  so  purchased  to  be  imme- 
diately put  up  again  and  re-sold. 

3.  The  deposit  shall  apply  on  all  purchases  and  not  to 
any  one  particular  lot. 

4.  Purchases  to  be  taken  away  and  paid  for,  at  the 
buyers  expense  and  risk,  within  Two  Days  from  the  day  of 
sale.  The  Auctioneers  will  not  be  responsible  for  the  correct 
description,  genuineness  or  authenticity  of,  or  any  fault  or 
defect  in,  any  lot. 

5.  All  articles  are  sold  just  as  they  are — without 
recourse — no  warranty  of  any  kind  being  given  by  the 
Auctioneers. 

6.  To  prevent  inaccuracy  in  delivery  and  inconvenience 
in  settlement  of  the  purchases,  no  lot  can  on  any  account  be 
removed  during  the  sale. 

7.  Upon  failure  to  comply  with  the  above  conditions, 
the  lot  or  lots  not  cleared  will  be  re-sold  by  public  auction 
or  private  sale,  any  loss  on  same  to  be  made  good  by  the 
defaulter  at  this  sale. 


WARD  PRICE,  LIMITED 

111  King  St.  West,  Toronto  2.  Phone  Elgin  2754 
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Lot  Number  1 — 

'‘Wisdom  Dictates,”  by  Thomas  Try  on.  In  leather  covers.  Dated 
1691 . Two  signatures  on  the  cover,  Thos.  W.  Hall,  Surgeon,  and  E. 
Hall,  supposed  to  be  descendants  of  Dr.  Hall,  Shakespeare’s  son-in-law. 

Lot  Number  2 — 

“Poems  On  Several  Occasions,”  by  Walter  Harte,  a descendant  of  the 
Harte  family,  through  Joan  Shakespeare,  sister  of  Wm.  Shakespeare, 
the  first  man,  so  far  as  is  known,  to  put  “e”  on  the  name  of  Hart. 
Printed  by  Bernard  Lintot  in  London,  England,  1727. 

Lot  Number  3 — 

“Pickwick  Papers.”  Thought  to  be  one  of  the  first  bound  editions  of 
Charles  Dickens.  Dated  1837.  Known  to  have  been  in  his  own  pos- 
session.  Signed  “Charles  Dickens,”  in  blue  ink;  believed  to  be  his  own 
personal  signature. 

Lot  Number  4 — 

“Julius  Caesar,”  by  Clement  Edmonds.  Printed  in  London,  for 
William  Ponsonby,  in  1604 — no  doubt  read  by  Shakespeare, 
and  believed  to  be  his  inspiration  for  his  great  play,  “Julius 
Caesar.”  Very  rare — first  edition.  Signed  on  fly  leaf  by  the  next 
descendant  of  the  author. 

Lot  Number  5 — 

“Expositions  of  the  Termes  of  the  Lawes  of  Englande,”  by  Richard 
Tottel,  a well  known  friend  of  Wm.  Shakespeare.  Dated  1 572. 
Signed  “John  Bernard”  (the  second  husband  of  Shakespeare’s  grand- 
daughter, Elizabeth),  on  fly  leaf,  and  embossed,  “W.  S.”  on  outer 
cover;  also  embossed,  “J.  S.”  (supposedly  Joan  Shakespeare)  on  bottom 
of  cover.  The  writing  on  inside  fly  leaf  mentions  “Robert,”  thought 
to  be  the  son  of  the  printer  of  some  of  Shakespeare’s  plays. 

Lot  Number  6 — 

Book  of  manuscripts  (thought  to  have  been  written  by  Edmund 
Spenser),  entitled  “Spenser’s  Complaints.”  This  was  evidently  in  the 
possession  of  Dr.  Hall,  son-in-law  of  Wm.  Shakespeare.  Elizabethan 
period.  Very  rare.  One  of  the  earliest  medical  books  in  existence. 
On  the  back  of  cover  there  is  a signature,  “John  Bernard.”  (See  loose 
sheet  of  paper  with  translations  of  medical  recipes.) 
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LOT  NUMBER  39 

Oil  sketch  (signed),  reputed  to  be  by  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence, 
and  believed  to  be  the  copy  from  which  he  painted  his 
celebrated  picture  of  Lady  Grey  and  her  daughter. 


Lot  Number  7 — 

Vellum  covered  book,  entitled  “The  Arte  of  Warre.”  Printed  by 
Peter  Withorne,  1588,  much  interleaved  with  Elizabethan  writing, 
believed  constantly  used  by  Shakespeare  and  prized  by  Wm.  Oldys, 
great  collector  of  Shakespearean  relics  in  the  last  century.  This  was 
bought  at  a sale  by  Dr.  Kippis,  a well  known  Shakespearean  collector. 
There  are  the  initials,  “W.  S.  1610,”  on  outer  cover.  Other  writings 
unknown. 

Lot  Number  8 — - 

“The  Scholemaster,”  by  Roger  Ascham.  London,  1571.  Printed  by 
John  Daye,  Aldersgate.  The  earliest  known  first  edition.  Believed 
to  have  been  constantly  used  by  Shakespeare  for  reference.  Originally 
belonging  to  Wm.  Oldys.  Interleaved  with  much  Elizabethan  writing. 
(Copy  of  this  work  is  in  the  Shakespeare  Museum  at  Stratford-on' 
Avon). 

Lot  Number  9 — 

A “Breeches”  Bible.  Printed  at  London  by  Christopher  Barker,  1599. 
At  top  of  fly  leaf  inscribed,  “To  my  loving  kinsman,  Wm.  Shakespeare, 
July  2,  1603.”  From  the  collection  of  Horace  Walpole,  Strawberry 
Hill,  near  Twickenham.  Sold  May,  1842,  by  George  Robins,  with 
most  of  his  curios  there  collected.  (See  note  on  back  of  cover.) 
Much  interleaved  with  Elizabethan  writing.  The  “Walker”  men- 
tioned in  the  writing  was  known  to  have  been  a very  great  friend  of 
Shakespeare.  This  Bible  was  given  back  to  the  Hart  family.  Also 
sold  with  this  Bible  is  a printed  pedigree  of  Wm.  Shakespeare,  showing 
his  relation  to  the  Hart  family,  and  also  pedigree  of  Bible  attached. 

Lot  Number  10 — 

An  Elizabethan  Oak  Plate,  found  at  Warwick  Priory,  with  initials, 
“W.  S.”  cut  in  at  back.  This  plate  is  believed  to  have  been  used  by 
Shakespeare,  and  probably  also  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  visiting 
“Hawkins”  at  Warwick  Priory.  Only  one  or  two  other  plates  of  this 
kind  known  to  be  in  existence. 

Lot  Number  11 — 

Stone  Seal  of  Wm.  Shakespeare’s  (portrait)  found  at  Warwick 
Priory,  in  the  small  Battersea  enamel  casket,  which  will  be  sold  with  it. 
This  is  believed  the  earliest  example  of  Shakespeare’s  portrait  in  exist- 
ence and  used  by  him  in  sealing  documents. 
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LOT  NLIMBER  48.  (See  Page  IS). 


Lot  Number  12 — 

Charles  Dickens — original  and  personal  Seal  with  Cornelian  handle 
(see  photo).  This  seal  is  believed  to  have  been  presented  to  Dickens 
by  the  late  Queen  Victoria,  and  was  bought  at  the  sale  of  the  Dickens 
collection  at  Gadd’s  Hill,  Kent,  by  Mr.  Rogers  (father  of  the  present 
owner),  and  has  never  been  out  of  the  family’s  possession. 

Lot  Number  13 — 

Leather  Portfolio,  authenticated  as  Elizabethan,  believed  to  have  been 
used  by  Shakespeare,  with  writing  on  cover.  It  was  once  in  the  pos- 
session  of  Wm.  Oldys,  a great  collector  of  Shakespeare’s  relics. 

Lot  Number  14 — 

A Similar  One.  The  Elizabethan  writing  on  it  mentions  “The  Globe,’’ 
“May den  Lane,”  “Wm.  Shakespeare.”  Evidently  used  by  Shake- 
speare  when  playing  in  the  Globe  Theatre. 

Lot  Number  1 5 — 

A Similar  One.  The  Elizabethan  writing  on  cover  states,  “The 
Kings — Windsor”  . . .(undecipherable).  Thought  to  have  been 
used  by  Shakespeare  when  playing  before  Queen  Elizabeth  at  Windsor. 

Lot  Number  16 — 

A Similar  One.  Elizabethan  cover  of  very  rare  design,  with  Shake- 
speare’s crest  on  side.  The  writing  inside  states:  “The  MSS.  covers 
are  the  property  of  Wm.  Oldys”;  also  “Dr.  Kippis”  is  written,  and 
also  is  written  “Edward  Clopton,”  thought  to  be  the  owner  of  New 
Place  at  Stratford-on-Avon,  before  and  after  Shakespeare’s  residence 
there.  On  cover  is  written,  “ ‘The  Caesar,’  Mayden  Lane.”  ( Museum 
piece). 

Lot  Number  17 — 

An  Old  Religious  Painting  on  Vellum.  Found  amongst  Elizabethan 
documents.  Origin  unknown. 

Lot  Number  18 — 

Love  Letter  of  Shakespeare  to  Anna  Hathaway.  Placed  between  two 
sheets  of  glass  by  Sir  Whitworth  Wallace  of  the  Birmingham  Museum 
in  1925  (with  translation) . This  is  believed  to  be  the  original  love 
letter  of  Shakespeare  to  Anna  Hathaway,  and  so  far  as  is  known,  is  the 
only  one  in  existence. 
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Lot  Number  19- 

Original  Receipt  of  the  Churchwardens  at  Stratford-on-Avon,  signed 
by  John  Randall,  who  was  a great  friend  of  Anna  Hathaway  (Shake- 
speare’s wife).  (See  reference  catalogue  of  Shakespeare’s  relics,  No. 
59.) 

Lot  Number  20 — 

Elizabethan  Document,  signed  “William  Shakespeare”  (believed  to  be 
original) . 

Lot  Number  21 — 

A Very  Old  Prayer — Elizabethan — believed  to  have  been  used  in  a 
Stratford-on-Avon  Church  in  Shakespeare’s  time. 

Lot  Number  22 — 

A Letter  addressed  to  Bacon  (Elizabethan)  from  Shakespeare,  with 
signature  of  Shakespeare  just  decipherable  by  X-Ray.  This  letter 
refers  to  a property — supposedly  “Mayden  Lane” — and  was  found  in 
one  of  the  leather  portfolios. 

Lot  Number  23 — 

An  Old  Legal  Document — Elizabethan.  Thought  to  be  part  of  an 
agreement  referring  to  the  Globe  Theatre,  Mayden  Lane,  and  mention- 
ing “Willm.”  Date  unknown. 

Lot  Number  24 — 

Part  of  a Legal  Document — Elizabethan — with  endorsement  referring 
to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle. 

Lot  Number  25 — 

An  Elizabethan  Document,  dated  1602,  mentioning  “William  Walker” 
(who  was  a great  friend  of  Shakespeare)  several  times. 

Lot  Number  26 — 

Parcel  of  Seven  Interesting  Elizabethan  MS.  Documents.  Authors 
unknown. 

Lot  Number  27 — 

Elizabethan  Document,  dated  July  1632,  referring  to  “William 
Walker.” 

Lot  Number  28 — 

Elizabethan  Document,  giving  a pedigree  (unknown)  and  mentioning 
“William  Walker.” 
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Letter  to  sitma  llitherrevcaye. 


Dearesstc  /Inna 

AS  thou  haste  a 1 wave  fountle  mee  toe  mve  Worde 
moste  trewe  soe  thou  sha.lt  see  l have  strvctlve  kepte 
mye  promyse  I prayc  you  perfume  tin  s mve  poore  Loeke 
withe  thve  balmve  Kvsses  forre  thenue  mdeede  shalk  k\nn> 

. J - O 

themmeselves  bow  e ancle  pave  homage  toe  itte  I doe  assure 
thee  no  rude  hande  hathe  knottedde  itte  thve  Wilks  alone 
hathe  clone  the  worke  Xcvtherre  the  gvldedde  bawhle  rharte 
envyronnes  the  heade  ol  Majestw  noe  noire  honourres  moste 
wev'ghtve  w tilde  give  mee  halle  the  jove  as  didde 
thvsse  mve  Ivttle  worke  iorre  thee  I'he  teelinge 
thatte  cK'dde  neareste  approaehe  untoe  itte  was  thatte 
whiehe  eommethe  nvgheste  untoe  God  meeke  ande 
Gentle  Char\  t\e  lorre  thatte  Virrtue  O Anna  doe  L 
love  doe  1 ehervshe  thee  nine  mve  hearte  forre  thou 
arte  ass  a talle  Cedarre  stretehx  nge  forthe  its  branehes 
ande  suecourvngc  the  smaliere  Plants  from  me  m pp\  nge 
W inneterre  oit  the  bo\  sterouse  A Mides  Farewelle  toe 
Morrowe  bye  twites  1 wide  see  thee  tide  then  lie 
Adewe  sweete  Love  Tlivne  everre 

Wm  Shakspcarc 


LOT  Hi 

Love  letter  of  Shakespeare  A 
tween  two  sheets  of  glass  l:  Sir 
Birmingham  Museum  in  1 i ( 
believed  to  be  the  original  1 del 
Hathaway,  and  so  far  art 
existence. 


MBER  18 

Anna  Hathaway.  Placed  be- 
5ir  Whitworth  Wallace  of  the 
5 (with  translation).  This  is 
: letter  of  Shakespeare  to  Anna 
3 known,  is  the  only  one  in 


Lot  Number  29 — 

An  Old  Elizabethan  Document  of  William  Walker,  referring  to  “Hen 
and  Eggs.” 

Lot  Number  30 — 

An  Old  Elizabethan  Document,  dated  1693,  referring  to  “Day,”  pre- 
sumably a son  of  Robert  Day,  printer  of  some  of  Shakespeare’s  plays. 

Lot  Number  31 — 

A Parcel  of  Five  Interesting  Old  Engravings  and  Prints. 

Lot  Number  32 — 

Seal  (Impression)  with  portrait  of  Shakespeare,  presumed  to  have  been 
used  by  him  in  sealing  some  document.  Found  at  Warwick  Priory. 

Lot  Number  33— 

“Dombey  Son,”  London,  1 846-7.  By  Charles  Dickens.  In  original 
paper  covers,  twenty  parts  in  nineteen,  as  issued.  Illustrations  by  H. 
K.  Bi  ■owne  (Phiz).  Enclosed  in  half-morocco  slip  case.  In  good 
condition. 

Lot  Number  34 — 

“Bleak  House,”  London,  1852-3.  By  Charles  Dickens.  In  original 
paper  covers,  twenty  parts  in  nineteen,  as  issued.  Woodcut  illustra- 
tions  by  Hablot  K.  Browne  (Phiz).  Enclosed  in  half-morocco  slip  case. 
Fine  condition. 

Lot  Number  37 — 

“Little  Dorrit,”  London,  1855-7.  By  Charles  Dickens.  The  scarce 
first  edition,  in  the  original  twenty  parts  in  nineteen,  as  issued.  A fine 
set.  Forty  plates,  including  engraved  title  page.  Contains  the  rare 
slip  on  page  481  relating  to  misuse  of  the  name  Rigaud,  etc.  Enclosed 
in  half-morocco  slip  case. 

Lot  Number  36 — 

“Our  Mutual  Friend,”  London,  1864-5.  By  Charles  Dickens.  In 
original  paper  covers,  twenty  parts  in  nineteen,  as  issued.  With  illus- 
trations by  Marcus  Stone.  Contains  rare  slip  in  part  one  relating  to 
the  title.  Enclosed  in  half-morocco  slip  case. 

Lot  Number  37 — 

Book  Crest,  framed.  Formerly  owned  by  Samuel  Rogers,  the  banker- 
poet. 
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LOT  NUMBER  65 

Very  line  Pastel  Drawing  by  Bryson,  the  celebrated  Amern 
can  artist,  in  circular  mount  (36  in.);  over  50  years  old; 
entitled,  “Cupid  Disarmed.”  Presentation  picture.  Guaram 
teed  genuine. 


Lot  Number  38 — 

Oil  Painting,  “Portrait,”  on  canvas  14^4x18%  inches,  with  records  on 
hack — signed  George  Romney,  1775.  This  is  thought  to  be  a picture 
of  Romney’s  wife,  “Mary,”  and  was  found  at  Warwick  Priory  in  1925 
by  the  present  owner. 

Lot  Number  39 — 

Oil  Sketch  (signed)  reputed  to  be  by  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence,  and  be- 
1'eved  to  be  the  copy  from  which  he  painted  his  celebrated  picture  of 
Lady  Grey  and  her  daughter. 

Lot  Number  40 — 

Water  Colour  Painting  of  “Miss  Rogers.”  Believed  to  have  been 
painted  by  Joshua  Reynolds,  afterwards  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds — Four- 
teen  years  of  age — with  four  MS.  documents  fixed  on  back  with 
writing  from  “The  Vicarage,  Plympton,  Devonshire”  (where  Reym 
olds’  father  was  Rector) , with  MS.  instructions  to  Master  Reynolds  by 
James  Barrie  (the  great  artist),  believed  original  and  never  to  have 
been  out  of  the  Rogers  family. 

Lot  Number  41 — 

One  of  the  earliest  colored  maps  of  Warwickshire,  by  John  Speede. 
Dated  1610.  Found  in  Warwick  Priory.  Very  rare. 

Lot  Number  42 — 

Two  Pencil  Drawings,  signed  “John  Constable” — one  of  “The  Mill 
Stream,”  believed  to  be  the  drawing  from  which  his  celebrated  picture 
was  taken. 

Lot  Number  43 — 

historical  Panel  Painting,  part  of  which  is  thought  to  have  been 
painted  by  Rubens,  and  the  remainder  by  his  students.  This  was 
originally  part  of  a confessional  box  in  the  Sistine  Chapel  at  Rome. 

Lot  Number  44 — 

Panel  Painting,  “The  Revellers,”  signed  Rembrandt.  (Pedigree  urn 
known).  From  the  Rogers  family. 

Lot  Number  45 — 

Circular  Panel  Painting,  thought  to  be  by  Rembrandt.  Historical, 
with  writing  on  back  (not  decipherable).  Believed  to  be  the  portrait 
of  “Winthrop,”  a captain  of  one  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers’  ships.  Pur' 
chased  by  the  Rogers  family  from  descendants  of  Winthrop  in  Holland. 


16 


LOT  NUMBER  38 

Oil  Painting,  “Portrait”,  on  canvas  14%  x 18%  inches,  with 
record  on  back — signed  George  Romney,  1775.  This  is 
thought  to  be  a picture  of  Romney’s  wife,  “Mary,”  and 
was  found  at  Warwick  Priory  in  1925  by  the  present  owner. 
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Lot  Number  46 — 

Pair  of  Curious  Old  Dutch  Paintings,  signed,  “Kroner  1751.”  Sold 
at  Stevens’  auction  rooms  in  London  many  years  ago,  and  bought  by 
Mr.  Thackeray;  with  signature  of  “Thackeray”  written  on  back  of  one. 
(From  Rogers  family,  and  found  in  their  basement  in  Cornwall.) 

Lot  Number  47 — 

Water  Color  Painting,  “Nosegay  of  Flowers.”  Attributed  to  Sir 
Thomas  Lawrence.  (An  engraving  has  been  taken  from  this  picture.) 

Lot  Number  48 — 

Oil  Painting  on  Copper,  20x14  in.  Signed  “Morland,  1792.”  Attri- 
buted to  George  Morland  (see  photo)  and  entitled,  “Domestic  Feli- 
city.” This  picture  is  believed  to  be  a genuine  painting  by  this  cele- 
brated artist,  and  was  thought  to  have  been  lost.  The  present  owner 
has  had  it  in  her  possession  many  years.  It  has  been  in  her  home  in 
Canada  for  the  past  25  years. 

Lot  Number  49 — 

“Royal  Stuart  Chair,”  in  carved  oak,  owned  and  used  by  the  Stuart 
family  in  Dumferline  Castle  about  1660 — was  bought  by  the  present 
owner  in  Dumferline  about  20  years  ago — fully  guaranteed.  The 
arm  chair  belonging  to  this  set  is  in  Edinburgh  Castle  Museum  and  is 
valued  at  £20,000. 

Lot  Number  50 — 

A “John  Holmes”  grandmother’s  clock  by  Thos.  Martin,  London. 
Circa  1750  to  1780.  In  genuine  carved  Chippendale  case,  and  brass 
dial.  Only  three  of  these  clocks  believed  to  be  in  existence. 

Lot  Number  51 — 

A Queen  Anne  Walnut  Flat  Top  Knee-hole  Writing  Desk  with  Cup- 
board in  Centre  and  Brass  Drop  Handles. 

Lot  Number  52 — 

Pair  Old  Carved  Ivory  Salad  Servers. 

Lot  Number  53 — 

Fine  Old  French  Carriage  Clock  in  Tortoise  Shell  and  Ormolu  Case, 
with  Barometer  and  Thermometer. 

Lot  Number  54 — 

Very  Fine  Onyx  Lamp  with  Five  Light  Candelabra. 

Lot  Number  55 — 

A Handsome  Sevres  and  Ormolu  French  Mantel  Clock. 
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LOT  NUMBER  12 

Charles  Dickens — original  and  personal  Seal  with  Cornelian 
handle.  This  seal  is  believed  to  have  been  presented  to 
Dickens  by  the  late  Queen  Victoria,  and  was  bought  at  the 
sale  of  the  Dickens  collection  at  Gadd’s  Hill,  Kent,  by  Mr. 
Rogers  (father  of  the  present  owner),  and  has  never  been 
out  of  the  family’s  possession. 


Lot  Number  56  - 

Old  Majolica  Decorated  Meat  Dish,  by  Le  Nove,  circa  1 762' 1825. 
Very  rare  piece. 

Lot  Number  57 — 

Sevres  Decorated  China  Tea  Set  in  Case — exhibition  set — from  the 
collection  of  Louis  Philipe  (Hallman  Red)  1846. 

Lot  Number  58 — 

An  Old  Embroidered  Silk  Drape.  Rare. 

Lot  Number  59 — 

A Large  Majolica  Vase  with  Dragon  Ornamentation. 

Lot  Number  60 — 

Very  Old  Chinese  Carved  Wood  Figure,  on  Teak  Base. 

Lot  Number  61  — 

Silver  Coin,  in  mint  state;  the  original  £ sterling  piece.  One  of  the 
rarest  pieces  of  English  coinage  in  existence.  Charles  I period  (1642) . 

Lot  Number  62 — 

A Sterling  Silver  English  Gothic  Fruit  Spoon,  decorated  with  figures. 
Edward  I period  (1278 — 1 310).  One  of  the  earliest  pieces  of  English 
silver  known  to  be  in  existence. 

Lot  Number  63 — 

A Magnificent  Three-Piece  Console  Set  of  French  Sevres  China  (two 
vases  and  centre  bowl)  Hallman  Red,  1756. 

Lot  Number  64— 

A Pair  of  Decorated  Black  Wedgewood  Vases,  “Wine  and  Water.” 
Dated  1775.  Modelled  by  Flaxman. 

Lot  Number  65 — 

Very  Fine  Pastel  Drawing  by  Bryson,  the  celebrated  U.S.A.  artist,  in 
circular  mount  (36  in.);  over  50  years  old;  entitled,  “Cupid  Dis- 
armed.” Presentation  picture.  (See  photo.)  Guaranteed  genuine. 

Lot  Number  66 — 

A Fine  Old  French  Three-Branch  Candelabra  in  Vermillion  and 
Ormolu  on  base  and  claw  feet  (over  100  years  old). 

Lot  Number  67 — 

Very  Fine  White  Polar  Bear  Skin  Rug,  eyes  illuminated  with  electric 
lights. 

END  OF  SALE 
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108a  Lexham  Gardens, 

Kensington,  W.8. 

6th  May,  1924. 


Dear  Mrs.  Harte, 

Your  kind  letter  to  me;  I am  very  grieved  to  hear  of 
your  ill  health  and  I must  say  I am  far  from  being  in  the 
best  of  health  myself. 

You  certainly  seem  very  anxious  about  your  Ancestor’s 
collection  of  Relics  which  I think  you  should  be  very  proud 
of  and  your  wish  for  not  disposing  of  same  during  your  life 
time.  I can  assure  you  that  the  Bible,  in  my  opinion,  is  the 
original  one  belonging  to  William  Shakespeare  and  also  the 
14  Leather  Folios  were  undoubtedly  William  Shakespeare’s. 
I shall  be  glad  to  help  you  all  I can  in  authenticating  your 
collection. 

I hope  to  call  and  see  you  again  in  the  course  of  a few 
days. 

As  Chairman  ol  the  Trustees  of  the  Birthplace  I feel 
that  we  would  gratefully  accept  them  on  your  death  as  a 
gift  for  the  Nation. 

Yours  truly, 

SIDNEY  LEE, 

Chairman. 


21 


108a  Lexham  Gardens, 

Kensington,  W.8. 

10th  December,  1924. 


Dear  Sir, 

I am  grieved  to  hear  of  Mrs.  Harte’s  death  and  will  you 
accept  my  great  sympathy  in  your  bereavement.  Re  your 
enquiries  about  your  Aunt’s  collection  I am  very  sorry  to 
hear  that  she  did  not  live  long  enough  to  make  over  her 
Relics  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Birthplace  and  that  owing  to 
your  financial  difficulties  you  are  compelled  to  dispose  of 
them  all. 

I would  gladly  purchase  them  but  my  financial  account 
is  not  very  great  at  the  present  time. 

I do  beg  of  you  to  see  what  hands  they  get  into  for  they 
are  a National  and  Historical  collection  of  our  great  William 
Shakespeare. 

Yours  truly, 

SIDNEY  LEE, 

Chairman. 


102,  New  Bond  Street, 

London,  Eng.,  W.I., 

Nov.  16th,  1925. 

Dear  Sir, 

With  reference  to  the  MS  of  “Spenser’s  Complaints,”  it  is 
quite  impossible  for  us  to  say  whether  this  is  actually  in  the 
handwriting  of  Edmund  Spenser,  but  it  is  most  certainly  com 
temporary  and  was  unquestionably  written  in  the  sixteenth 
century. 

It  is  a unique  item  of  the  highest  possible  interest  and  is 
perhaps  the  most  fascinating  Elizabethan  MS.  which  we  have 
seen.  It  it  were  possible  to  prove  it  to  be  in  Spenser’s  auto' 
graph  its  value  would  be  many  thousands  of  pounds. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MYERS  y CO. 

H.  Rogers,  Esq. 


Shakespeare’s  Birthplace, 

Stratford'upomAvon, 

21st  August,  1926. 

Dear  Mr.  Rogers, 

In  reply  to  your  kind  offer  made  verbally  this  morning,  I 
write  to  say  that  I feel  sure  the  Trustees  would  accept  with 
pleasure  your  Collection  of  deeds  and  relics  as  a gift. 


Yours  faithfully, 


FREDK.  C.  WELLSTOOD. 


18,  Palace  Gardens, 

Victoria  Street, 
Westminster,  S.W.l. 

Personal  Feby.  14th,  1927. 

Dear  Mr.  Rogers, 

Following  my  visit  to  Slough  in  company  with  Mr. 
Manson  (Trustee  of  the  Tate  Gallery)  and  Mr.  Reitz,,  to 
view  the  Collection  of  Pictures,  Shakesperian  Bible,  Manm 
scripts  and  Antiquities,  and  the  subsequent  inspection  of  the 
more  important  items  at  my  office,  by  the  Experts,  Messrs. 
Adams,  Manson  & Clarke,  I am  pleased  to  inform  you  that 
they  are  of  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  Objects  of  Art, 
Pictures  and  Manuscripts,  are  undoubtedly  genuine  speck 
mens  of  the  various  Artists  and  Authors  to  which  they  are 
ascribed,  and  would  prove  of  considerable  value  to  Collectors 
of  Antiques,  Curios,  &c. 

Having  regard  to  your  descent  from  such  illustrous  and 
Historical  Ancestors  as  Samuel  Rogers,  Lady  Hamilton,  and 
Milton,  it  follows  as  a matter  of  course,  that  you  are  entitled 
to  the  possession  of  these  family  Relics  of  such  great  interest 
and  value. 

I enclose  account  for  Experts  advice  and  Opinions,  as 
requested,  which  I trust  you  will  find  in  order. 

With  kindest  regards,  &c., 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  JOHN  CORAH. 
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